



SW Section Conference Call 12-9-10
Call to Order- 10:05 AM by Russ Baier
Roll Call -
Attendees: 
· Ryan Bayer – Alamo Chapter

· Terry Casey – Alamo Chapter

· Russ Baier – Central Texas Chapter

· Kevin Smith – Central Texas Chapter

· Paul Hemphill  – North Texas Chapter

· Cate Shaw – North Texas Chapter

· Anna Childers – Oklahoma Chapter

Note: 7 Board members, including Chapter representatives, were present which did constitute a quorum.

Minutes from Previous Conference Call – Paul Hemphill moved to approve the minutes with no additions or corrections.  Anna Childers seconded.  All approved; no objections.

Treasurer Report – Terry Casey   October report was discussed.  Terry reported that the only activity was the payment of liability insurance for $175.  $998 remains in the dedicated account for ACE 1012 planning and will likely be spent to support Terry Casey’s travel to Orlando in January 2011 for the Intercouncil Meeting.  He, along with Ryan Bayer and Cindy Smiley, will meet with Headquarters staff and Florida ACE planners to continue preparations for ACE 2012.  Terry pointed out that early coordination has already been effective since BMW has already agreed to be a multi-year sponsor for both ACE 2011, 2012, and 2013.  Sections and Chapters will also benefit from profit sharing.  Russ Baier requested permission to request additional funding from each SWS Chapter in 2011 to continue to support travel and other planning efforts.  Paul Hemphill moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report and to support the request for additional ACE 2012 funding after the first of the year.  Ryan Bayer seconded the motion.  All approved; no objections.
Section Activities
Sections & Chapter Council Meeting – Russ Baier Russ and Art Bedrosian represented the SWS at the Sections & Chapters Council meeting on October 30-31, 2010 in Louisville, KY.  Notes were provided (see attached) for review.  The main topic of discussion was the New Source Review (NSR) Permitting Workshop planned by Headquarters for Houston in April 2011.  Headquarters will be organizing and funding most of the event, but is requesting support from the Section and local Chapter to assist in providing speakers/topics for one-half day (2 sessions), soliciting sponsors, and getting the word out to the local community.  No one from the Gulf Coast Chapter was on the call, but Paul Hemphill expressed concern that the Chapter may object if they view it as a conflict/competition to the annual Hot Air Topics Conference in January.  Russ agreed to contact Rebecca Rentz to seek the support of the Gulf Coast Chapter and to coordinate communications with Headquarters and Workshop staff.

Rebecca has subsequently discussed this with the Gulf Coast Chapter Board and agreed to support the Workshop.  Coordination with Workshop organizers has been initiated.

Nominations – Russ Baier No response was received to an earlier message to Chapters requesting participation in a Nominating Committee to identify candidates for one Board Director position (currently held by Paul Hemphill) whose term will be expiring at the end of 2010.  A recommendation was made (I did not write down by whom) to ask Cindy Smiley (Central Texas Chapter) if she would be interested and willing to accept the nomination.  Russ Baier agreed to contact her.  

In subsequent communications, Cindy has agreed.  Russ has requested Board endorsement of the nomination and, pending any objections or additional nominations, will coordinate with A&WMA HQ to utilize the electronic voting process to facilitate election.

Secretary Vacancy – Russ Baier Board discussed actions to find an interim replacement for SWS Secretary for 2011.  Russ Baier informed the Board the Malcolm Richards (Gulf Coast Chapter) has expressed a desire to assume the duties.  Paul Hemphill recommended that we approve Malcolm for the position.  Russ agreed to distribute an e-mail to the full Board to allow all Board members not present on the call to participate in the vote.  Subsequent e-mail vote resulted in seven ayes and no objections.  Malcolm will begin his duties in January 2011.  The position will be up for re-election in 2012.

Website Update – Russ Baier Russ Baier reported that he had communicated several changes to the SWS website to the site administrator (Andrea Cruz) to remove or replace old information and update links.  Ms. Cruz confirmed those changes and they have been verified.  Anna Childers agreed to be the single point of contact for all future web updates and revisions.
Further efforts will be made to use the website or the new Information Management System being developed by A&WMA HQ to store significant documentation, such as the current bylaws, meeting minutes, ballots, and other documents necessary for continuity of Section management.

Chapter Reports

Alamo Chapter – Ryan Bayer The Alamo Chapter held a meeting on November 11, 2010 with regarding the Edward Aquifer with approximately 35 attendees.  A meeting held on December 9, 2010 featured a professor from Texas Tech University to talk about EMS & Sustainability.  The Chapter also voted to issue $1,500 in grants in 2011 to school districts to assist teachers in science and related classes.  Elections for new officers are coming soon.
Central Texas Chapter – Russ Baier   The Central Texas Chapter held its last meeting of 2010 on November 18, 2010 with Debbie Hastings, Vice President of Environmental Affairs for the Texas Oil and Gas Association (TXOGA).  Elections were held, and a new Board will assume the reins of the Chapter in January 2011 chaired by Kevin Smith (TCEQ).  

Gulf Coast – No Report
High Plains Chapter – No Report
North Texas Chapter – Cate Shaw The North Texas Chapter held its annual joint Christmas party with five other environmental organizations in the DFW area.  They obtained $5,800 in sponsorships.  Their next Board meeting is scheduled for December 21, 2010.   
Oklahoma Chapter – Anna Childers The Oklahoma Chapter held a meeting on November 16, 2010 with a presentation on pollution prevention programs.  The next meeting is scheduled for December 15, 2010 with an EPA Air Program update.  Another meeting was also held on December 8 regarding SPCC issues.   
Open Discussion
Paul Hemphill requested that we try again to encourage the Corpus Christi Chapter to become involved with the Section and International A&WMA.  Paul was aware of a number of active A&WMA Members in the Kingsville area that did not participate with the local Chapter and suggested that we contact them to work with the people in Corpus Christi to re-establish a more direct and active relationship with the Association. 
Next Meeting Schedule

Next meeting was set for Thursday February 10, 2011 at 10:00 AM.  
Adjourned at 11:30 AM

