



SW Section Conference Call 08-26-10
Call to Order-  10:05 AM by Russ Baier
Roll Call -
Attendees: 
· Terry Casey – Alamo Chapter

· Christine Westerman – Alamo Chapter

· Russ Baier – Central Texas Chapter

· Chad Blevins – Central Texas Chapter

· Malcolm Richards – Gulf Coast Chapter 

· Art Bedrocian – High Plains Chapter

· Paul Hemphill – North Texas Chapter

· Anna Childers – Oklahoma Chapter

· Howard Saxon – Oklahoma Chapter

Minutes from Previous Conference Call – Unavailable at this time.  Russ will prepare and forward.
Treasurer Report – Terry Casey   July report (attached) was accepted and approved. (motion by Paul Hemphill, Second by Christine Westerman)
Activity included a deposit of $12.00 for local dues reimbursement from the High Plains Chapter.  Deposit of $500.00 each for the ACE 2012 Restricted Planning Fund from the North Texas Chapter and the Gulf Coast Chapter.

Russ initiated a discussion of the use of the reserved scholarship fund and how the SWS had administered scholarship awards in the past.  Paul indicated that the SWS had not previously awarded any scholarships directly but had contributed matching funds to some chapters to support their awards.  Howard agreed that he was also unaware of any awards but that Joe Hossley, Past Chair, had solicited contributions from the Chapters with the intent of providing direct scholarships in concert with the Young Professionals activities.  No action was taken.  Malcolm indicated that the Gulf Coast has a very substantial scholarship program and suggested that Scholarship (or Education) chairs from each Chapter form a Section Committee to develop recommendations.  Russ agreed to send an e-mail to Chapter Chairs requesting information for an appropriate contact person to participate in this effort.
Section Activities
Website Update – Anna Childers   Anna has been obtaining good feedback from Section members on how to improve and update the SWS website.  She had divided recommendations into one-time updates (officer lists, logo, forms, links, etc) and periodic updates (events, ACE 2012 updates, news items).  Our contract webmaster, Andrea Cruz, will update and revise information upon request, but may not be willing to make substantive changes to the webpage design under current contract conditions.  Russ suggested that more than one person be responsible for providing updates for different parts of the website and that those responsibilities should be placed with an officer’s position, rather than an individual, to ensure continuity.  This avoids over-burdening one volunteer with work.  Russ or Terry will check with Andrea Cruz to see if one or more people should be sending her updates for the website.
Howard mentioned that he was on the IT Task Force for the International A&WMA and that while progress was being made, no decision had been made on the direction that the Association will take with web development or support for Sections or Chapters.  Sections and Chapters Council will be taking the lead.  He noted that Headquarters had just signed (last week) an agreement for an Association Management System that will improve access to information from the Association.  It will be implemented early next year.
Paul agreed to work with the Webmaster to make one-time changes and to develop a plan for maintaining periodic updates.  Anna, Howard, and Chad agreed to participate in the effort.  Malcolm said that he would provide the name and contact information for the North Texas web manager.  Russ agreed to send a message to all Chapter Chairs requesting a person to serve as a contact person.  Target of one month was set for completion of specific recommendations.

Sections & Chapter Council Meeting – Russ Baier  Russ reported that the next scheduled Sections & Chapters Council meeting is on October 30-31, 2010 in Louisville, KY.  Howard also mentioned that another meeting would be held in January in Orlando but that no specific date has been posted yet.  No discussion 
2012 President Elect and Board of Directors Nominations – Russ Baier Russ reported that nominations for upcoming International Board members were due by October 1, 2010 and encourage Section support for any nominee that may be interested.  No discussion.

ACE 2012 Planning Activities – Terry Casey Terry reported that while activity had subsided during the summer break, communication had continued with planning committee members and with the ACE 2011 Host Committee chair for Orlando.  Orlando has set up a file share website to track activity that has been useful.  Terry will be on a conference call with Orlando LHC on September 1.  Terry sent out a message in mid-June to all ACE 2012 volunteers and will send another out after Labor Day.  

No theme has yet been selected.  Headquarters was “not thrilled” with earlier suggestions and Terry has been researching themes used in past ACE and other conferences for other ideas.  He is working with the new conference organizer at Headquarters.  He has also developed a short list of potential major conference sponsors, including Toyota.  Target for sponsorships is estimated at $250,000.  Art suggested that the Sponsorship Committee have an arm in each of the major cities in the Section with the responsibility of soliciting a portion of the targeted amount.
662 days until ACE 2012!!

Chapter Reports

Alamo Chapter – Christine Westerman The Alamo Chapter has taken the summer off and its next meeting is scheduled for September 9, 2010.  Ryan DeBarros is working on updating the Alamo Chapter website.
Central Texas Chapter – Russ Baier   The Central Texas Chapter’s next event is the Annual River Cruise on Lake Austin on September 10, 2010.  Its next meeting with be on September 23rd with a representative of the oil & gas industry.  On October 21, its speaker will be Mark Vickery, ED of the TCEQ.
Gulf Coast – Malcolm Richards The Gulf Coast Chapter held its annual joint meeting with the Texas Association of Environmental Professionals (TAEP) on July 15, 2010 with a presentation from the TCEQ Regional Director.  Its next meeting is scheduled for September 14th.
High Plains Chapter – Art Bedrocian The next meeting of the High Plains Chapter is scheduled for September 2, 2010 with a meeting in Lubbock.

North Texas Chapter – Paul Hemphill The North Texas Chapter hosted a meeting on August 24th with a presentation by James Red on modeling for the new National Ambient Air Quality Standards.  
Oklahoma Chapter - Anna Childers   A legislative update was provide at the June 2010 meeting.  No meetings for the fall have yet been scheduled.  
Next Meeting Schedule

Next meeting was set for Thursday October 7, 2010 at 10:00 AM.  Discussions will continue on website development and ACE 2012 planning.
Several participants also suggested that we have a strong presence at both of the Sections & Chapters Council meetings in October and in January.  They expressed support for providing financial support from the Chapter for Russ to participate.  Dedicated funding for ACE 2012 will continue to be available to support involvement by Terry Casey in these meetings.  Formal action to consider funding will be discussed at the October 7th meeting.
Adjourned at 11:10 AM

