



SW Section Conference Call 05-27-10
Call to Order-  10:10 AM by Russ Baier
Roll Call -
Attendees: Andrea McMillen, Anna Childers, Art Bedrosian, Cate Shaw, Daphne Economou, Russ Baier, Gwen Eklund,  Jennifer Foringer, Karalee Snyder, Ryan Bayer, Terry Casey
Treasurer Report – Terry Casey   April report (attached) was accepted and approved.
Section Activities – Russ Baier
Annual Report Status - Reviewed annual reports received to date from chapters.  Reports have been submitted by Gulf Coast, High Plains, Central Texas and Oklahoma chapters.  North Texas and Alamo have committed to completing and submitting theirs soon. Emphasized Section could not submit report until all chapter report received.
ACE 2012 Planning Funds  - Discussed funds received to date.  Currently three chapters (Central Texas - $500; Alamo - $500; Oklahoma - $100) have contributed funds.  Gulf Coast and North Texas waiting on Chapter Board approval.  High Plains unable to contribute.  Motion made (Andrea McMillen), seconded (Daphne Economou) and approved to contribute $1000 from the SW Section to support planning for the  2012 ACE, including assisting with travel expenses for Conference Chair, Terry Casey, to attend 2010 ACE.  
ACE 2010   Several SWS representative till be attending upcoming ACE in Calgary including Gwen, Howard Saxon, Art, and Cindy Smiley.  All, including Terry Casey (ACE 2012 Conference Chair)  were invited to attend a special meeting for future ACE planning coordination.  Gwen will ask Louise Wallach to sort the 2010 ACE registrations by Chapter to determine who will travel to Calgary from the SW Section so that an invitation can be extended to them as well.  Information will also be distributed to each Chapter so that these members may be contacted and encouraged to participate at the local level.
Chapter Reports

Alamo Chapter – Ryan Bayer    Luncheon in May, presentation on Edwards Aquifer Recovery Program.  30+ attendees.  No summer meetings.  The Chapter will award a $1500 grant to a Science Teacher to fund a student study on soil and water monitoring in an area watershed.

Central Texas Chapter – Russ Baier   Symposium in April was successful.  Signed up 12 new local associates.  Meeting speaker was David Schanbacher, the Director of Natural Resource Policy with the Texas Comptrollers Office.  In June, there will be a panel discussion with David Priester with the Texas Attorney General’s Office and Patty Robertson with the Travis County Prosecutor’s Office on Enforcement of Environmental Crime.  July will be the summer break.
Gulf Coast – No Report

North Texas Chapter – Daphne Economou   April meeting speaker was Lisa London, UT Director of Enterprise Development.  Chapter has established new Environmental Education Committee with broad representation to promote networking, encourage EnviroMentor participation, conduct “mini-research” projects, and other non-degree education efforts.  Chapter also working on updating the K to 12 school lesson plans with International staff.  May meeting speaker was Gwen Eklund on Green House Gas management.  Several university students attended.  June will be an open business meeting and social event.  July meeting will have a speaker from the North Texas COG on air quality policy, Jenny Danieau, Sr. Transportation Planner.  In August, James Red will present the topic of air dispersion modeling.

High Plains Chapter – Karalee Snyder   May meeting in Amarillo with speaker Charles Rives from Pantex talking about emergency management at the plant and related dispersion modeling.  13 attendees. Chapter will break for the summer and resume on September 2 with a meeting in Lubbock.
Oklahoma Chapter - Anna Childers   May meeting in OKC with Bill Andrews, hydrogeologist from the USGS Oklahoma Science Center talking about Holistic Remediation at a Superfund site.  30 attended.  On June 16-17, the annual legislation and case law update meeting will be held in Oklahoma City and Tulsa, respectively.  Jim Gibbons with ODEQ and Paul Kellogg will be the featured speakers.  The Chapter will break for the summer.

International Member Retention – Russ Baier
Russ led a discussion on retaining and recruiting International members.  International sends out a list of renewed, new and lapsed members.  Central Texas promotes membership at monthly meetings with an annual cruise, symposium and participation in other community activities.  It does not routinely contact people on HQ lists but is considering initiating an effort if it is an effective approach.   Alamo promotes membership with the annual Fall social but does not rely on the membership lists from International.  It occasionally promotes International membership through special meetings and newsletter articles.  North Texas uses a new Google site to share information and conduct discussions on the benefits of membership.  Daphne will email the link to all SW Section leaders and invite all interested members to participate.  She also suggested adding the A&WMA to Linked-In, Facebook and other social networking sites as another way of reaching out to potential new members.  North Texas has discontinued having Local Associates.  Oklahoma no longer promotes local associate memberships.  There was a drop in members at first but new International members are now increasing.  All Chapters seem to have a problem finding new candidates for office.
Next Meeting Schedule

Next meeting was set for Thursday July 15 at 10:00 AM.  SW Section leaders would like an update on the Calgary conference from those attending.  In addition, all Chapter representatives expressed an interest in sharing strategies to increase volunteer participation and attract new candidiates for leadership positions.  Part of the discussion is balancing work, home and volunteer activities.  Terry noted increasing young professionals and student participation is a related priority of International.

Adjourned at 11:13 AM

