



SW Section Conference Call 10-7-10
Call to Order- 10:15 AM by Russ Baier
Roll Call -
Attendees: 
· Terry Casey – Alamo Chapter

· Russ Baier – Central Texas Chapter

· Gwen Eklund – Central Texas Chapter

· Malcolm Richards – Gulf Coast Chapter 

· Art Bedrocian – High Plains Chapter

· Andrea McMillen – North Texas Chapter

Note: Only 3 Board members were present which did not constitute a quorum.

Minutes from Previous Conference Call – Copy Provided.  No additions or corrections.  Lack of quorum prohibited formal approval.  
Treasurer Report – Terry Casey   August report (attached) was discussed.  Lack of quorum prohibited formal approval.  Terry reported that his travel expenses to Orlando for ACE 2012 planning activities were reimbursed.  Per prior Board authorization, the request was approved by Russ Baier and check was written by Kim Stoker (former SWS treasurer and recent auditor who is authorized to sign checks on behalf of SWS).
Section Activities
Sections & Chapter Council Meeting – Russ Baier Russ and Art Bedrocian are planning to represent the SWS at the next scheduled Sections & Chapters Council meeting on October 30-31, 2010 in Louisville, KY.  Russ indicated that he had received responses from earlier e-mails to both the SWS Section Board and to the Central Texas Chapter Board requesting approval of funding to reimburse his travel expenses for the trip.  The CTC Board approved splitting the cost with the SWS.  No formal vote was taken (due to lack of a quorum), but Terry Casey pointed out that positive responses to the e-mail and participating board members should be sufficient to provide approval.  Russ indicated that he will make arrangements to attend and will submit information for reimbursement.

Nominations – Russ Baier Discussion of the need to develop a ballot for elections generated an extensive discussion of actions taken in 2008 to extend the terms of officers to two years.  Information suggests that the Board approved placing an item on the ballot to change the bylaws to make this change, but no documentation was readily available to confirm that the membership actually voted on the item or that any subsequent change was made to the bylaws themselves.  Art Bedrocian, Terry Casey, and Andrea McMillen (who were on the Board at the time) will research historical documentation and make recommendations regarding further actions needed to verify this change.

Russ Baier will send a message to Chapters requesting participation in a Nominating Committee to identify candidates for at least the one Board Director position (currently held by Paul Hemphill) whose term will be expiring at the end of 2010.  Russ will also check with A&WMA HQ to determine how to utilize the electronic voting process.

Website Update – Russ Baier Anna Childers and Paul Hemphill developed recommendation for an overhaul of the SWS website but were not available for discussion.  Russ, as Chair, agreed to serve as the single point of contact with the contract web master, Andrea Cruz, to communicate updates and changes.  Specific actions to be taken now include:

1) Andrea McMillen will provide electronic copies of the SWS meeting minutes for the past year.  Those will be submitted to replace the current outdated information on the website.  New minutes will be added following each meeting or conference call.

2) Russ Baier will verify that links to all of the SWS Chapters are present and active.

3) Terry Casey will provide a link to the Alamo Chapter webpage on ACE 2012.

4) Out-of-date event announcements will be deleted from the website, and other major upcoming events, such as the Houston Hot Air Topics, will be added as appropriate.

Further efforts will be made to use the website or the new Information Management System being developed by A&WMA HQ to store significant documentation, such as the current bylaws, meeting minutes, ballots, and other documents necessary for continuity of Section management.

ACE 2012 Planning Activities – Terry Casey Terry reported that he and Ryan Bayer participated in a conference call with Orlando LHC on September 1.  He also participated in a webinar put on by the Young Professionals Committee on ACE participation which he found useful and inspiring.  An ACE Technical Committee meeting, lead by Art Bedrocian, will be held in Austin on October 22.
621 days until ACE 2012!!

Chapter Reports

Alamo Chapter – Terry Casey The Alamo Chapter will have a meeting on October 14, 2010 with Pape Dawson to discuss Edward Aquifer issues.
Central Texas Chapter – Russ Baier   The Central Texas Chapter held its last meeting on September 23, 2010 with Gwen Eklund as the featured speaker.  The next meeting on October 21st will be with Mark Vickery, ED of the TCEQ.  The November 18th meeting will feature Debbie Hastings with Texas Oil and Gas Association (rescheduled form September).  The CTC 2010-2011 Scholarship Program has also been initiated to award one $3,000 and two $1,500 scholarships.
Gulf Coast – Malcolm Richards The Gulf Coast Chapter held a meeting on September 14, 2010 with a representative from EPA to talk about the TCEQ permit deflexing process.  The GCC will also be awarding two $3,000 scholarships and has distributed water kits of local public schools.  Hot Air Topics meeting will be held in January.
High Plains Chapter – Art Bedrosian Meetings continue to be held alternating between Lubbock and Amarillo.  Art will be giving a talk at an upcoming meeting on oil and gas sampling in the Barnett Shale.
North Texas Chapter – No report  
Oklahoma Chapter – No report 
Next Meeting Schedule

Next meeting was set for Thursday December 9, 2010 at 9:00 AM.  
Adjourned at 11:35 AM

